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THE MODEST REFUSAL! 


“Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upen them.”— MaLvo;io. 

Airs and graces were all very well in such 
anjhelosieal personages as the daughters of 
Jupiter and Eurynome—<Aglaia, Thalia, and 
Euphrosyne. Mount Helicon, too, was an 
appropriate place for pirouetting and posturing. 
But airs and graces ‘may be very well dis- 
pensed with in an actor; else he may incur 
the risk of forfeiting the good opinion of the 
public, who are his supporters, and do not 
like to be snubbed. 

The late refusal of Mr. Charles Kean to 
accept the testimonial, as proposed by Mr. 
E. T. Smith and several noblemen, in ac- 
knowledgment of services rendered by him to 
the Drama, has excited a deal of discussion 
amongst the theatrical profession and amongst 
playgoers. A few words upon the subject 
may, therefore, not be inappropriate in these 
columns. Mr. E. T, Smith being a gentleman 
who has a warm heart and a most kindly dis- 
position, it is not to be wondered at that he 
should have so readily consented to meet the 
request of the patrons of the Drury Lane 
Royal Italian Opera, and to do honour to 
so successful a manager as Mr. Charles 
Kean has proved himself. We will say can- 
didly—much as we admire him in his double 
capacity —that we were surprised beyond mea- 
sure when it become known, through the 
publication of his letter in the Times, that he 
had actually put in a veto against the pro- 
posed mark of favour and distinction, observ- 





ing therein, with regard to the announcement, 
“T lose not a moment in requesting you 
will allow me to assure your readers that I 
am as much taken by surprise as I feel con- 
vinced they must be. I thank Mr. Smith 
for the kind feeling which has prompted this 
announcement, but, being perfectly satisfied 
with the reception my efforts in support of 
the Drama have met with from the public, 
I have no desire to be intruded on their con- 
sideration in the manner proposed.” Now 
Mr. Charles Kean may have been right or 
not in making this avowal, but we question 
much the policy of it ; for it is likely to be 
accepted by the public in an exactly opposite 
spirit to what he may have intended. 
Perhaps it may be admitted that Mr. E. T. 
Smith was somewhat at fault in not having 
first communicated to Mr. Kean the move- 
ment he was about to set on foot ; but as we 
know perfectly well the excellent disposition 
of this stagic philanthropist, who is ever ready 
to stretch forth his hand to succour the dis- 
tressed or to do honour to the deserving (long 
may he live to prosper and continue to do so !), 
it is exceedingly probable that, acting upon 
the spirit of his honest intentions, he never 
for one moment meditated a refusal, and 
rather intended to surprise Mr. Charles Kean, 
whose merits as a brother manager he has so 
freely acknowledged. Mr. E. T. Smith’s 
character is known to be far above that of the 
sycophant or the servile toadier. His career 
has ever been marked by the freest and the 
most liberal acts ; and although the greatest 
satirist of the past two centuries was wont to 
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poise his shafts so briskly at him, we believe, 
what the public also in general must believe, 
that Mr. E. T. Smith is one of those noble- 
men of Nature who dispense their munificence 
of purse and mind with no other ends than 
those of a fellow feeling for humanity, and a 
desire to reward honest merit and worth. 
We regret much, then, that Mr. Charles 
KXean should have so peremptorily refused to 
allow a movement so auspiciously inaugurated 
to proceed, and have thus, morally speaking, 
thrown dirty water into the face of a brother 
manager who had so openly expressed his 
admiration for him both as an actor and a 
manager ; for we protest that, however gentle- 
manly the retort is framed, the letter of Mr. 
Charles Kean virtually perpetrates that act 
of digression. We would likewise respectfully 
intimate that it is not for Mr. Kean to sit 
judge over his own deserts; and that if the 
public chose to honour him in the way pro- 
posed, like a grateful if not a dutiful public 
man, he should have bowed to their decision 
in that respect, and have freely acknowledged 
their kindness, and the expression of their 
admiration and regard for him. If Mr. Kean 
is perfectly satisfied with the result of his 
management, so far as public approval is con- 
cerned within the doors of his theatre, that 
was no reason why he should refuse to accept 
the demonstrations of those without the doors 
of it, and snub a gentleman of such talent and 
understanding as Mr, E. T. Smith. We are 
of this opinion, that, if ever a management 
was deserving of record, that of Mr. Charles 
Kean’s at the Princess’s is ; for his connection 
with that theatre has proved an era in 
stage directorship, which will ever remain a 
most important part of the history of the 
progress of the Stage in this country, and, 
therefore, why he should have thus uncere- 
moniously refused the proposed testimonial 
we are quite at a loss to conceive. We cannot 
believe that the refusal is to be attributed to 
his modesty, nor to a sense of unworthiness. 
We should be sorry, however, to assert that 
it is to be attributed to pride. There was a 
time, however, when we think Mr. Kean 
would not have refused the acceptance of such 
a testimony of the public regard ; and, if we 
mistake not, on the 30th of March, 1838, he 
did receive a silver vase at a public dinner 
given to lim at Drury Lane, the Marquis of 
Clanricarde in the chair. 

The feelings of Mr, EK. T. Smith, in our 
opinion, have been wounded by the apathetic 
act of his brother manager. It is nonsense 











to say that Mr. C. Kean is not and has not 
been ambitious to attain public favour ; had 
he not been so he would not have reached 
the proud position he has. Is it his intention, 
like some other bold adventurers, now that he 
has mounted, to kick away the ladder from 
under him which helped him to his wished- 
for goal? Show us the young ensign, full of 
life and hope, who does not yearn to be a 
lieutenant; or the colonel who enters the 
bloody field without hoping that, when he 
quits it, the good word of the Commander-in- 
chief will cause him to be promoted to a 
lieutenant-general. Mr. Charles Kean has 
gone through all the difficult grades of his- 
trionicism, for his career upwards has been a 
most toilsome one. More than once has he 
escaped Scylla, whilst he has almost fallen in 
with Charybdis. He did not always occupy 
his present high position. He was not born 
great, although Edmund Kean was his father ; 
it was his lot to achieve greatness. It was not 
thrust upon him, but attained by hard up-hill 
work. When we contrast the early period of 
Mr. Charles Kean’s life with the present, we 
cannot help associating the fact with his re- 
fusal of this proffered testimonial now. Once 
for all, does Mr. Kean consider Mr. E. T. 
Smith beneath him, or does he assume that 
he is now above accepting a public testi- 
monial ? 
“T ask that I might waken reverence, 
And bid the cheek be ready with a blush 


Modest as morning, when she coldly eyes 
The youthful Phebus.” 


In his reply to Mr. C. Kean’s ill-judged 
letter, Mr. E. T. Smith justly says, “I am 
no officious meddler in the affairs of other 
men,” and characterises the proposition as 
“not an obsequious offering, but an inde- 
pendent tribute to the meritorious exertion of 
great ability, added to liberality, in the ser- 
vice of the public.” Such a remark con- 
stitutes a well-deserved reproof, and must 
serve to convince Mr. Charles Kean that the 
step he took was a rash one. The inde- 
fatigable lessee of Drury Lane has been ill- 
requited ; we will not go so far as to say un- 
gentlemanly so, but there most certainly ap- 
pears to us to have been a sad want of 
courtesy and reciprocal feeling in the half- 


| dozen lines which Mr. Charles Kean con- 


sidered himself justified in publishing to the 
world through the medium of the Times. 
The proceeding reminds us strongly of the 
lament of Iago about honesty and truth ! 
One thing is, however, certain: Mr. Charles 








— 





=lUOlU ow we 








THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 179 





Kean has refused to accept a public testi- | 
monial from the hands of those that are | 


numbered amongst the supporters and ad- 
mirers of the Drama. Will it be too much 
for us to say that public will be much to 
blame if they ever step forward again to do 
honour to the great tragedian and manager, 
who, to say the least, appears to misunder- 
stand the honesty of his motives and his 
own worthiness—nay, his own position in 
society. Mr. E. T. Smith is deserving of 
the best commendation for the many spirited 
essays he has made in his capacity of lessee 
and manager of Drury Lane Theatre ; and his 
association with the REFUSED testimonial to 
Mr. Charles Kean is certainly a strong proof 
of his impartiality and his kindly disposition. 
Mr. Kean has therefore done wrong by en- 
deavouring to attribute an act of officiousness 
to his honest motives. We say this as one of 
his sturdiest supporters, and without com- 
punction, B. W. W. 





BASS’S ROOMS. 

The Alleyne Amateur Dramatic ‘Club, 
which is very numerous in respect to num- 
bers, gave an entertainment on Thursday, 
which was both numerously and respectably 
attended. On our entering the theatre we 
found the popular drama of the “ Three Mus- 
keteers ” was the first piece, which was a bold 
attempt for amateurs, there being so many 
characters of importance in it ; however, it was 
very well managed and cleverly acted. The 
part of D’Artagnan was capitally supported 
by Mr. H. Percy, who threw into the cha- 
racter very considerable vivacity and spirit in 
every scene, and who was well up in the text 
and stage business, which obtained for him 
well merited applause. The Richelieu of Mr. 
Wildman was a chaste, judicious, and really 
masterly piece of acting, and did him much 
credit. Weshould be very glad if we could 
award to Mr. Clements, who played the 
King, the same praise. He was devoid of 
dignity, and required the prompter continually. 
Mr. Campbell looked Buckingham very well, 
and only required repose and dignity ; how- 
ever, he had a good conception of the author’s 
meaning. Messrs. Vincent, Wallace, and 
Holliday played the three soldiers very well, 
and added materially to heighten the various 
scenes they were engaged in. Mr. B. Stan- 
ley went through the little character of Boni- 
face satisfactorily ; indeed, all the small parts 
were respectably filled. Miss Scott stalks an 
interesting Queen, and did ample justice to 





the author. Miss Montague looked and 
acted the character of Lady de Winter with 
energy and feeling. The scene with Buck- 
ingham on board the vessel was artistically 
acted, and put the Duke in the shade in this 
scene ; which, by the by, is newly painted by 
Mr. Bass, sen., in a very clever style, and 
who was very much congratulated by the au- 
dience. Miss B. Mays is a useful actress, 
and is generally well up in the characters she 
undertakes, as was the case on this occasion. 
We wish she would study her by-play a little 
more, and endeavour to be more elegant in 
her attitudes : it would add very materially to 
her already well-earned popularity. ‘The 
farce of “ Fortune’s Frolic” followed, in 
which Mr. Wildman showed a_ versatile 
talent in the character of Robin Roughhead. 
Mr. H. Gray undertook the part of Frank, 
and played it in a neat and happy style. An- 
other piece was to come off when we left 
(after twelve o’clock), which we could not stop 
to see. 





Licut literature, like light pastry, is frequently 
the heaviest and most difficult to digest. 

SHAKSPEARIAN Reapinc.—On Tuesday evening 
week Mr. Arthur Young gave his ninth Shakspearian 
reading at the Lecture Hall, Royal-hill, in con- 
nection with the Greenwich Society for the Acqui- 
sition and Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. The 
subject was the tragedy of Macbeth, which was 
treated in Mr. Young’s happiest style, and the 
frequent applause testified the appreciation of a 
numerous audience. 

Miss Heyrwoop (late of the Lucy Escott Opera 
Troupe), in conjunction with Arthur Napoleon, 
the celebrated pianist, has given a series of eon- 
certs in the Southern States of America, with 
great success. The lady’s singing was highly eu- 


‘ logised by the New Orleans press, where a com- 


plimentary concert was to be given her. 

NotrincHamM.—The members of the Sacred Har- 
monic Society gave a performance of Haydn’s 
First Mass and Costa’s “‘Dream,” on Tuesday 
evening, in the Mechanics’ Hall. The solo parts 
were performed by the Misses Johnson and Elliot, 
Mrs. Stevenson, Mr. Pearce, and the other mem- 
bers of the society. The attendance was repect- 
able. Mr. Shelmerdine, the conductor of the so- 
ciety, presided. 

Tur Enciish Pantomime Company AT Berwin. 
—Mr. Greenwood completed his engagement at 
Berlin at the end of last week, and, although in 
possession of most tempting offers from Vienna, 
has considered, with Falstaff, that “ discretion is 
the better part of valour,” and has declined the 
baits consisting of Austrian notes, which were not 
considered by the experienced London manager 
half so enticing as the hard cash of the pa- 
tronizing Islingtonians. He is, therefore, in treaty 
for a series of performances in Hamburg, com- 
mencing on the 9th of June, where the people 
are a little more peaceable, at present, than the 
belligerent Berliners or the valiant Viennese. 
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truth that his wealthy purse is always open 


j ly expended, eithe 
Tue Buiackx.—It is Mr. Toole at the ‘Adelphi, and | where money can be useful y &*p : ‘a 
| 


not Of Tool. 
J. R.—Gay’s “ Beggar's Opera” was first performed 
in 1727, and ran for sixty-three nights 
D. L— Braham originally appeared in 1787, as Master 
Abrahams. 
J. D.—Malibran received seventy-five guineas a night, 
with a benefit, at the London Opera, in 1829. 
-L.—We would advise you to take a few lessons ; 
apply to Mr. E. Stirling, Drury Lane Theatre. 
E. Owen.— We consider Mr. J. B. Buckstone the best 
general comedian. 
B. B.— We really cannot go a distance like that of 
Dalston without our cab hire being sent. 
P1ano.— We should think Mr. E. T. Smith, of Drury 
Lane, is about 48 years of age. 
W. Wiiis.—We had hoped other Clubs would have 
followed the laudable example of the London Ama- 
teurs. 
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PROFESSOR HOLLOWAY’S 
PORTRAIT. 


Last week we announced the interesting 
fact that a portrait of this eminent man, by 
W. Holl, Esq., was about to be issued at the 
request of some of his innumerable admirers, 


‘* whose names are legion.” We have now 


to add that we have been favoured by Pro- 
fessor Holloway with a magnificent copy of 


his portrait, on India paper, framed in velvet 
and gold. 

As a likeness, this portrait, we have every 
reason to know, is unsurpassed—representing, 
as it does most truly, not only the contour of 
the features, but the very minutest shades of 
expression of the Professor’s remarkable and 
striking countenance—in fact, the tout ensemble 
of “a man of genius,” which Professor 
Holloway unquestionably is. Perhaps, how- 
ever, the most pleasing character of the face 
is the expression of genuine “ benevolence,” 
which is known to be the most prominent 
characteristic of his dispositién, and which 
the artist has faithfully shown, as well in the 
striking prominence above his broad and ex- 


| 


| 


in mitigating suffering or in promoting the 
welfare of his fellow-creatures, ‘This much 
we can ourselves testify, that his business 
habits are of the most superior kind, which 


is the more surprising when we consider the 
| prodigious extent of the business he has to 


| carry on, involving arrangements for the pre- 


paration and sale of his wonderful remedies in 
every part of the habitable globe. Professor 
Holloway occupies a position perfectly unique 
in the annals of human greatness. Others 
have achieved renown by shedding oceans of 
blood—his mission is to save, not to destroy, 
and herein his true greatness consists. One 
man becomes great by birth, another by 
usurpation and violence; but greatness of this 
kind, if it may be termed “greatness” at 
all, does not necessarily command admiration, 
though it may possibly inspire fear. How 
vastly different, how very superior the 
“ greatness” of Professor Holloway! A 
greatness due not to physical power, but to 
the power of inventive genius alone, which 
has constituted him the peaceful “ conqueror” 
of human infirmity and disease, and won for 
him what no earthly monarch even possessed 
—the suffrages of the whole world. 

Proof impressions of the Portrait, with 
Mr. Holloway’s autograph, may be obtained 
in a very elegant frame, mounted in crimson 
velvet and gold, suitable to hang in the cabinet, 
drawing-room, or boudoir—its truly chaste 
design ensuring it a favourable reception 
everywhere. 

The Portrait, framed as above described, 
size 15in, by 13 in., will be forwarded to any 
part of the kingdom, packed in case, carriage 
free, on receipt of a Post-office order, or 
postage stamps amounting to 10s. 6d, Pub- 
lished at 244, Strand, London. 





Cheatres, 


Drury Lane.—Rossini’s “ Barbiere di 
Seviglia” was produced on Tuesday last, with 
Madame Guarducci in the part of Rosina, 





pansive forehead, as in the benignant ex- | 
pression of the entire countenance. Although | 
best known in his public character, few who | 
look at this portrait will doubt that Professor | 
Holloway’s private life is equally meritorious; 

in fact, we have heard of numerous instances | 
of his private munificence, and it is said with | 


for which she is both naturally and artistically 
qualified, her voice being a genuine mezzo- 
soprano, and her general execution sufficiently 
facile for the music. Within the last fifteen 


or twenty years we have had a variety of 
Rosinas, from the deep contralto of Alboni 
and D’Angri, to the excessively high soprano 
of Madame Gassier; but we doubt if there 











a ao 


SS aes ehCUCUL!!CUCC 








ao eof & 


_v Ww eS 


a oo se ee. Me 














THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 181 











has been, altogether, a more satisfactory re- 
presentative of the part than Madame Guar- 
ducci, whose rich voice, neat execution, and 
charming acting delighted every one extremely. 
On Thursday, “Tl Trovatore” was repeated, 
with the same excellent cast as on former 
occasions. Badiali was encored in “ Il balen,” 
Giuglini in “ Di quella pira,” and the famous 
“‘ Miserere” scene was also re-demanded. The 
performance of Madlle. Titiens created great 
enthusiasm. Last night “Il Trovatore,” 
which has proved one of the most attractive 
operas at this house, was again performed. 
The following distinguished persons honoured 
the Royal Italian Opera, Drury Lane, last 
week with their presence :—Prince Edward 
of Saxe Weimar, the Duchess of Manchester, 
the Duchess of Montrose, the Duke of Rox- 
burgh, the Earl and Countess of Cardigan, 
the Countess of Mountcharles, the Mar- 
chioness of Downshire, Count Batthyany, his 
Excellency the Baron Brunow, the Baroness 
Brunow and party, the Earl of Lonsdale, 
his Grace the Duke of Bedford and party, 
the Marchioness of Conyngham, Lady Rivers, 
Lord Salisbury, Lady Packington, Lord 
Cranstoun, Marquis of Stafford, Sir Courtna 

Honeywood, Sir Ralph and Lady Howard, 
Lady Pakenham, Miss Burdett Coutts and 
party.—At the STRAND a little French vau- 
deville, transplanted from the Varietes by 
Mr. Charles Selby, was produced here on 
Monday evening, under the title of “ Caught 
by the Ears,” for the first appearance of Mr. 
James Rogers, in a part which bears a close 
affinity to ‘Tim Moore in “ The Irish Lion,” 
and Jim Baggs in “The Wandering Mins- 
trel.” We need hardly name how very 
funny Rogers made the character allotted to 
him; the piece was very successful, and will 
while away an hour very pleasantly.— 
Ave.pui: Mr. J. H. Byron, the author of 
the clever burlesques of “ Fra Diavolo” and 
“The Maid and the Magpie,” has written 
an extravaganza on a popular subject, which 
will be produced here on Whit-Monday.— 
At the St, James’s THEATRE a perfor- 
mance took place on Wednesday last, for the 
benefit of Mr. F. B. Chatterton, on which 
occasion Tom Taylor’s admired comedy of 
** Still Waters Run Deep,” a Ballet Diver- 
tissement, Mr. Rodwell’s farce of “ The Young 
Widow,” and the third act of “‘ Gustavus the 
Third,” were presented. In order to meet 
the convenience of the folks returning from 
the Derby the curtain did not rise upon the 
comedy ull eight o'clock. ‘The excellently 





drawn and highly finished character of John 
Mildmay was personated by Mr. Leigh 
Murray in his very best style. He main- 
tained the part throughout with that earnest- 
ness, ability, coolness, perfectibility, and 
comprehension of his author, in which Mr, 
Alfred Wigan alone can equal, but not excel 
him. Mrs, Seymour—an actress whose 
talents have long been familiar to the public, 
but who now so seldom exercises them—was 
the Mrs. Hector Sternhold, and threw into 
the part the most laudable energy and vigour. 
This is a most difficult character to essay ; 
and if this was the first occasion on which 
Mrs. Seymour attempted ‘it, it redounds all 
the more to the credit of a well-earnt repu- 
tation. The Mrs. Mildmay of Miss E. Miller 
was all grace and simplicity; and in the scene 
where John Mildmay proves to her he is a 
man, and not a clod, as she had been taught 
to regard him, she evinced the nicest dis- 
crimination and talent. Mr. Fitzjames’s 
Captain Hawkesley was a bold and full- 
bodied portraiture of the rove and adventurer; 
in truth, there was much merit in his per- 
formance. ‘The largest praise is due to Mr. 
Barrett (who officiated as stage manager on 
the occasion) for his humorous rendering of 
“Brother Potter.” The audience laughed 
right heartily at his bountiful display of comic 
humour. A word or two of praise is due to 
Mr. Ramsey, who personated the small part 
of Dunbilk very creditably indeed. He also 
gave the brogue very accurately. In the 
Ballet Divertissement the graceful and very 
artistic dancing of Miss Rosina Wright was 
much applauded. This admirable danseuse 
was well supported by the ladies of the corps 
de ballet. The farce of “The Young 
Widow ” went off most mirthfully, the great 
feature of the piece being the Splash of Mr. 
Charles Young, an extraordinary clever 
assumption. In this character the rare talents 
of Mr. Charles Young, as a comedian of the 
first stamp and the most original powers, were 
afforded admirable scope. His acting, his 
dancing, and his singing were all akin with 
one another, and the hearty applause and 
laughter of the numerous audience fully testi- 
fied to their gratification and admiration. 
Mr. F. Charles was the Mandeville, which 
he portrayed in a successful and dashing 
manner. Without any very particular dis- 
play of histrionic powers, the Aurelia Fairlove 
of Miss Rose Lawrence and the Lucy of 
Miss Fanny Sinclair were very pleasingly 
performed. Up to this period of the evening 
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the audience were not only satisfied with the 
entertainments, but quite delighted. The 
attempt to represent the third act of “ Gus- 
tavus the Third ”—in which, of course, the 
chief feature was to have been the Masked 
Ball—the orchestra and the few people there 
were upon the stage came to a dead stop. 
It appeared to us that Mr. Chatterton had 
depended upon the company in the stalls 
coming upon the stage to assist in the mas- 
querade, which (with the exception of half-a- 
dozen gentlemen) they did not ; and that, not 
having secured a sufficient number himself, 
the attempt necessarily became a failure. 
After an interval of about ten minutes, during 
which time nothing was attempted, we left 
the theatre, when the audience were laughing 
in derision. 





PROLOGUES AND EPILOGUES. 


“ Good things are often lost, 
Lasting but a day; 
Soon forgotten, thrown aside, 
When ‘ Fashion’ has the sway.” 
“Faith, let’s hear him speak; let’s hear what the 
rogue has to say for himself.’—Beaumont and 
Fletcher. 


I trust you will allow me the liberty of 
passing a few remarks upon the above sub- 
ject—viz., Prologues and Epilogues—and 
which I hope will prove acceptable to your 
readers. Prologues and epilogues are things 
that are entirely forgotten now-a-days. Some 
few years since they were much, very much 
in vogue, and we should be heartily glad to 
learn they were so now. We would much 
like to know why they should not be now, in 
1859. But before we go any further, we 
must beg of our readers to give this subject a 
fair consideration, whether or no prologues and 
epilogues should be consigned to oblivion. 
We do most assuredly think they should not, 
but we fear many of our readers will not be of 
the same opinion. However, we trust they 
may. But to proceed with our paper. 

Numerous are the plays, tragedies, and 
comedies, and such as are seldom seen, and 
never written now, that have a prologue and 
an epilogue to them ; and some of England’s 
greatest writers have written these things, and 
many of England’s greatest actors have 
spoken them. ‘This, think we, is much in favour 
of prologues and epilogues. 

It may not be out of place altogether here 
to mention a few of those celebrated men who 
have written and delivered these introductions 
to plays. Here, then, will be found Garrick, 
Colly Cibber, Doctor Johnson, Churchill, 





Hugh Kelly, Hobhouse, Cumberland, Far- 
quhar, the Colmans, Bannister, Topham, and 
the Hon. William Lamb. Amongst the la- 
dies we may name Miss Farren, Mrs. Abing- 
ton, Mrs. Davison, Mrs, Glover, Mrs. Sid- 
dons, Mrs. Pope, Mrs. Jordan, Miss Kemble, 
Miss Brunton, and Miss Chester. Surely, 
then, here is a goodly array of names, names 
never to be forgotten ; names that will never 
perish, so long as the glorious British Drama 
exists. It certainly seems strange tous, that 
while many of their plays live, their own 
opinions die. Their own opinions, say we ; 
and they most decidedly are too, as witness 
in the epilogue to the ‘* Provoked Husband,”* 
beginning thus :— 
“ Methinks I hear some powder’d critic say, 
* Damn it, this wife reform’d, has spoil’d the play!’ 
But there our bard stopped short, for ’twere uncivil 
T’ have a modern belle all o’er the devil ! 


He hoped, in bonour of the sex, the age 
Would hear one mended woman—on the stage.” 


Garrick wrote an excellent prologue to the 
“ School for Scandal,” while Colman penned 
the epilogue ; and many are the Lady Teazles 
of past times who have spoken them. 
Colly Cibber to his comedy of “ The Re- 
fusal ” wrote a very good prologue, and spoke 
it himself on the first representation. The 
prologue commences— 


“ Gallants! behold before you the wight 
Whose actions stand accountable to-night.” 


This, we think, is a capital way of intro- 
ducing a new play to the public. Cibber 
has quite as good an epilogue to his comedy. 
To Sheridan’s beautiful play of “ Pizzarro,” 
the Hon. William Lamb wrote a very ex- 
cellent epilogue, full of sentiment, feeling, and 
poetry. The hon. gentleman, to judge from 
his epilogue, must have been an enthusiastic 
admirer of Richard Brinsley Sheridan. 
Cumberland to his comedy of the “ Natu- 
ral Son” composed a very tasteful, witty 
prologue, pertaining to give a short history of 
the Muses. I trust a few lines will not be 
out of place. 
“ The comic Muse, as Cyprian records prove, 
Was Comus’s daughter, by the Queen of Love— ] 
A left hand lineage—whilst the tragic Dane, 
From legal loins of father Vulcan came ; 


Therefore this Muse loves frolic, fun, and joke, 
That bellows-blowing, blustering, puff, and smoke.” 


This was spoken by Mr. Bannister, and in 
such hands must have gained the full appro- 
bation, of the audience. To the same comedy 
Edward Topham wrote an epilogue, which 
which was spoken by Miss Farren ; and, 

* The “ Proveked Husband” is, as many of our 


readers know, the joint production of Sir John Van- 
burg and Cibber. 
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again, to that lively comedy of the “ Recruit- | 
ing Officer,” by Farquhar, we have both pro- | 
logue and epilogue, written, if we are not 
mistaken, by the author of the comedy. Then 
there are many other dramatic works we could 
name with these prologues attached to them, 
but we think we have mentioned sufficient to 
show the reader that to the works of our best 
dramatic authors these appendages will be 
found, 
(To be continued.) 


Cheatrical Gossip, 


St. Jamzs’s TazaTre.—We understand that Mr. 
Chatterton, late of the Lyceum Theatre, has be- 
come the lessee of this elegant little theatre, 
which will be immediately re-decorated and re- 
fitted. Itis the intention of Mr. Chatterton to 
underlet the theatre, and the house has already 
been taken for English operatic and ballet perfor- 
mances for one month. The theatre will open on 
the 11th of June, with an opera entitled “ Ray- 
mond and Agnes,” and two Spanish ballets. An 
endeavour will be made to open the theatre for 
regular dramatic performances in the ensuing 
autumn. 

Tue theatrical community were recently thrown 
into raptures by the authoritative announcement 
that Sir Charles Taylor, a liberal patron of the 
drama, and Mr. Arnold, the proprietor of the 
Lyceum, had determined to open that theatre in 
October, with a first-rate company. Mr. Palgrave 
Simpson, the dramatic author, was understood to 
have accepted the onerous post of acting manager. 
So far, indeed, had matters proceeded, that Mr. 
Simpson believed himself empowered by the new 
management to engage artistes, and, under this 
impression, had actually secured some leading 
performers from the Haymarket, Princess’s, Olym- 
pic, and Strand Theatres, for the opening of the 
Lyceum. An unexpected check was, however, 
given to the progress of the affair by Mr. Arnold 
declining to enter upon the speculation, which, 
we believe, has also been abandoned by Sir Charles 
Taylor. Mr. Simpson, who has been drawn most 
unfairly into a position far from agreeable, will, 
we fear, find some difficulty in releasing himself 
from the engagements he has entered into with 
various artistes. 








Hotioway’s OINTMENT AND Pitts.—The Eye.— 
In all inflammatory diseases of this delicate organ 
and its appendages, it is absolutely necessary to 
check the first symtoms, or mischief speedily 
results. Holloway’s Ointment applied to the 
temples and surrounding skin has the happiest 
effect in subduing commencing occular inflam- 
mation, and putting an end in a few days toa 
disease, the extent of whose ravages, if neglected, 
none can predict, frequently extending to the 
total destruction of sight, and placing life itself 
in imminent peril. In all diseases of the eye, 
Holloway’s Pills should be freely taken, to assist 
the Ointment, as the sooner the system feels their 
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HIGHBURY BARN. 


E CHATEAUX DE 'FLEURS DE LON- 

. DRES.—Leviathan Platform—Thousands of 
geraniums in bloom—Brilliantly illuminated gar- 
dens—-Wonderful improvements at the Barn. OPEN 
EVERY DAY. Band of Forty. A long night on 
the Derby Day. A Fancy Dress Ball, and Third 
Distribution of Valuable mts in Gold and Silver 
Watches, articles of Vertu, Toilette, &c., on Whit- 
Monday, June 13. 


TO DRAMATIC AMATEURS. 


ANTED, immediately, a few Dramatic Ama- 

teurs to take Parts in a private Performance, to 

be held shortly at the undermentioned establishment. 

Terms = moderate. Early application re- 

quested. The Hall, capable of containing 500 per- 

sons, with stage, scenery, footlights, &c., to be Let 
for Dramatic representations on reasonable terms. 

Manager—Mr. Charles Clifford. 


N.B.—The Gentlemen who have intimated their 
intention of becoming members are requested to meet 
at the Hall this evening (Wednesday) at 8, for the 

urpose of electing a Committee, and for other pre- 
iminary business. : 

Surrey Athenzum and Dramatic Hall, 34, York- 
road, Lambeth, 8. 








Health for all Mankind. 


Te greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 
devote their time and study to the —— of 
distress ; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of parilla 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
a century, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, to 
imitate which is felony. are of imitations. 





SHAKSPEARE FOR THE MILLION! 

ILLOUGHBY’S Cheap and Popular Edition 

of = each play complete and un- 
abridged. Price Twopence. List of the plays :— 





cooling principle the more certain is the cure. 


1. Macbeth 18. Hamlet (with a por- 
2. TheMerchantof Venice trait of Shakspeare) 
3. Julius Cesar 19. Othello 

4. King John 20. The Comedy of Errors 


5. The Tempest 
6. A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 
7. Twelfth Night 
8. The Merry Wives of 
Windsor 
9. As You Like It 
10. Measure for Measure 
11. King Richard IL. 
12. A Winter’s Tale 
13. Much Ado About No- 


ing 
14.Two Gentlemen of 


erona 

15. The Taming of the 
Shrew 

16. Timon of Athens 

17. Love’s Labour’s Lost 


21. Romeo and Juliet 

22. King Henry IV. pt. 1 

23. All’s Well that Ends 
Well 


24. King Henry IV. pt. 2 
25. King Henry V. 

26. King Henry VI. pt. 1 
27. King Henry VI. pt. 2 
28. King Henry VI. Pt 3 
29. King Henry VIII. 
30. King Lear 

31. Titus Andrenicus 

32. King Richard III. 
33. Pericles 

34. Cymbeline 

35. Antony & Cleopatra 
36. Troilus and Cressida 
37. Coriolanus 





London: Willoughby & Co. 26, Smithfield. Sold 
‘a, 22, Warwick-lane. 


by Henry 





38. Life of Shakspeare 
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MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 

EW ADDITIONS.—The COUNT DE MON- 

TALEMBERT, from a easy by Maul 

and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 

King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 

from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.—Admis- 

sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 
adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted ———— have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly th® Casino de Venise). 
> Establishment, pre-eminently pap on 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
Zz the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 

r. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Koenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission 1s. ~~ 








Advertise! Advertise!! Advertise!!! 


W. HATER, Advertising ent, New. 
J. 4 C castle-on-Tyne, seopeatiatiy calls the 
attention of Public Companies and Advertisers in 
general to the advantages to be derived by entrusting 
their favours to his care and judgment. His exten- 
sive correspondence with the press places him ina 
position to impart such information as will tend to 
cement a cennection which may prove mutually 
valuable. ‘ 

J. W.C. having been connected with the advertising 
business for a considerable length of time, he is 
enabled to select the best medium for promoting the 
interests of Advertisers, avoiding unnecessary outlay, 
and insuring those advantages that result from 
judicious advertising. Vie 

6@- N.B.—Advertisers should bear in mind that 
advertisements sent through this office are forwarded 
to the several Newspapers, and contracted for at 
prices considerably lower than can be effected by the 
Advertisers themselves, and an Advertisement may 
be inserted in every newspaper in the kingdem with- 
out any commission or extra to the Adver- 
tisers. One order and one settlement is only required. 
Full particulars to be obtained relating to the 
character, circulation, and eligibility of the different 
Newspapers published throughout the kingdom. 


PRINTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 
A list of all the Newspapers published in the king- 
dom free by post for four stamps. 
HmHOW TO WIN A LOVER. 


a FREE for 26 stamps (secure from _obser- 

vation), the most curious Work ever published 
in the _— Language, entitled “ Matrimony made 
Easy.” y following the directions contained 








Zclectic Hall and Amateur Theatre. 

et aay Plays and Farces are in rehearsal, and 

will be played as soon as the casts are filled. 
Any Lady or Gentleman wishing to take parts can do 
so by applying at the Hall, where the casts are to be 
seen at any hour. The Eclectic Club is continued, 
and under an entire new management, in which 
every instruction will be given to young beginners in 
the profession. 1s. 6d. per week, including all ex- 
penses, two weeks to be paid in advance. An 
amateur company can hire the Hall forstage rehearsal, 
with on eg on reasonable terms, at any 
heur. The Hall to Let for Amateur Performances, 
Balls, Concerts, Tea Parties, &c. 18, Denmark- 
street, Crown-street, Soho. 

Proprietor—James Flexman, to whom all commu- 
nications must be addressed. Mr. J. P. Brown, Stage 
Manager. Mr. Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre, 
31, Bow-street. 

To the Dramatic Profession. 
C W. OOMBES, Ill, Little Russell- 

’ ° street, Costumier to the Royal Ita- 
lian and English — begs to inform Gentlemen in 
the Profession that he can upon the shortest notice sup- 
ply them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 

Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
Sy eter MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 

Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery nec for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 

Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 











therein, you can win as many of the opposite sex as 
you wish. All may be married, irrespective of age, 
appearance, or position. And, in addition to the 
- ney you will also receive full particulars how to 
in a person’s true :c and disposition. 
These Secrets once known, can be acted upon by 
any person, There is no chance of discovery, and 
failure is impossible, Since introducing my valuable 
plan, I find another person advertising and pretending 
to send something similar. It is an imposition. He 
cannot, dare not advertise, my secrets being copy- 
tight; they are the original and only genuine, and 
cannot be obtained from any one but myoulf-— Adiiress, 
bay Wright, Clayton-street West, Newcastle-on- 
e. 





TO THE 4 

i you wish to Marry, send a stamped addressed 

envelope to Mr. J. Wright, Clayton-street West, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, and you will hear of a Secret how 

to win the opposite sex—male or female, old or 
young, rich or poor, prepossessing or otherwise. 


COMFORTAELE LODGINGS. 
RAVELLERS visiting Newcastle-on-Tyne will 
find good Accemmodation on very reasonable 
terms at Miss CURRY’S Family and Private 
Lodgings, 52, Clayton-street. Copy the address. 
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